Arbeitsinsel 6:
· Musikphase: Archie Roach’s Song von der CD Charcoal Lane wird im Plenum 2x vorgespielt. Nach dem ersten Hören erhalten die S den Liedtext und ein Arbeitsblatt (zwei Spalten: ‚taken away’ – ‚what happened later?’), das anschliessend individuell bearbeitet wird in: 

·  EA (15’’): Ausfüllen des Arbeitsblattes.

·  PA (15’’): Die S vergleichen ihre Einzelergebnisse und fügen der Tabelle eine dritte Spalte hinzu: victims/perpetrators 

·  GA (30“): In Zufallsgruppen (Tabellen auf der Rückseite mit 1-5 nummerieren) erhalten die S den Literaturauszug ‚Cleve’s Story’ und eine 5-Punkte Zusammenfassung (A6/M3) mit dem Auftrag, für den ihnen jeweils zugewiesenen Teil der Zusammenfassung die entsprechenden Textstellen im Literaturauszug zu markieren und beide mit einer Frage zu verbinden (Brückenfunktion). Die jeweils neue Gruppenfrage wird in einer zweiten 

·  GA (30’’) neu bearbeitet.

·   PR (30’’): Im Plenum werden die Ergebnisse visualisiert (pro Gruppe eine Overhead Folie) und vorgetragen. Die Ergebnisse werden gemeinsam festgehalten und kommentiert.  
A 6/M 1

‘Took the children away’

This story’s right, this story’s true

I would not tell lies to you

Like the promises they did not keep

And how they fenced us in like sheep 

Said to us, come take our hand

Sent us off to mission land

Taught us to read, to write and pray

Then they took the children away.

Took the children away.

The children away

Snatched from their mothers’ breast

Said it was for the best

Took them away.

The welfare and the policeman

Said you’ve got to understand

We’ll give to them what you can’t give

Teach them how to really live

Teach them how to live they said

Humiliated them instead

Taught them that and taught them this

And others taught them prejudice

You took the children away

The children away

Breaking their mother’s heart

Tearing us all apart

Took them away

One dark day on Framingham 

Came and didn’t give a damn

My mother cried go get their dad

He came running fighting mad

Mother’s tears were falling down

Dad shaped up he stood his ground

He said you touch my kids and you fight me

And they took us from our family

Took us away

They took us away

Snatched from our mother’s breast

Said this is for the best

Took us away

Told us what to do and say

Told us all the white man’s ways

Then they split us up again

And gave us gifts to ease the pain

Sent us off to foster homes

As we grew up we felt alone

Cause we were acting white

Yet feeling black

One sweet day all the children came back

The children came back

The children came back

Back where their hearts grow strong

Back where they all belong

The children came back

Said the children came back

The children came back

Back where they understand

Back to their mother’s land

The children came back

Back to their mother

Back to their father 

Back to their sister

Back to their brother

Back to their people

Back to their land

All the children came back

The children came back

The children came back

Yes I came back.

(From: Archie Roach, Charcoal Lane, High Tone Discography)

A 6/M 3

5-Punkte Zusammenfassung:


1. Welfare people were instructed to remove children from their Aboriginal parents, so that they could be brought up to the rules of white society. The policy claimed to be in the best interest of the Aboriginal people themselves, affording the children to have a better life and a better chance in becoming good Christians. The aim behind was to separate these children from the influence of their tribes and train them according to the needs of a white society.
2. Pauline, Mary Gordon’s second daughter, was the fairest of the children.  Even though the Welfare did take darker children too, because they never left empty-handed, Mary worried most about Pauline becoming a victim of the Welfare people, because with her fair complexion she was easiest to fit into white society.
3. Although Mary tried to hide with baby Pauline when the Welfare people arrived and later tried to run towards the river, the white people discovered her and pulled the baby away from her.  Cleve had successfully been hiding in the chook shed, but when he heard his mother crying all that mattered to Cleve was to get Pauline back.  Thinking he could get to the Welfare car and grab Pauline he directly ran into the arms of the man in the navy suit.  So instead of saving his baby sister he was taken as well and tragically suffered for his attempt to save his sister.

4. The Welfare people display all the signs of  superiority in the way they are dressed, move about and speak to the Aborigines tribe.  They wear a navy suit, a nurse’s uniform and creased khaki shorts with long white socks.  They stride around the Aborigines yard.  The Welfare man marches towards the river, his feet crunching the bark and leaves.  He reaches out calmly for the infant and uses reassuring words.  All Welfare people behave in an extremely self-confident way, are firm of purpose and there to get what they want. 

5. To Cleve’s family, especially his mother Mary, the whole event is a nightmare.  Two children are separated from their parents and will not see them again for a long time.  Mary Gordon is desperate, screaming, falling on her knees on the track, her face covered with her only arm.  In Cleve’s case this image was locked in the back of his mind until he became an adult.
(possible questions:

1. According to the text, what was the motif of ‚the Welfare‘ for ‚steal[ing]‘ kids?

2. Which of Mary’s children were in the most danger and why?

3. What was particularly tragic about the way in which Cleve was taken?

4. How are the Welfare people presented in the text? What is your personal reaction to the way they behave?

5. Scenes like this were not uncommon in parts of Australia. How do you think such an event might affect a separated family? Consider both the short- and long-term consequences.)
