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SOLUTIONS: 
 

� Simple Past (A): 
1. Last year we didn’t go on holiday. 
2. The Mayers went to Italy last year. 
3. She slowly got up, went to the door, and opened it. 
4. Dunlop invented the tyre. 
5. When did you buy your new T-shirt? 
6. Did you see Mary yesterday? 
7. How did you like the match last week? 
8. Sam opened the door and the dog began to bark. 
9. He wrote his first book when he was 25. 
10. Yesterday the alarm clock rang an hour too early, so I got to the office at 8 o’clock. 
 

� Past Progressive (A): 
1. Bob was dancing with Mary 
2. Peter was drinking father’s whisky. 
3. Susan and Mary were using mother’s make-up. 
4. Some children were having a bath in the swimming pool. 
5. The dog was lying on the most expensive armchair. 
6. Paula was wearing mother’s nicest evening dress. 
7. The children were playing father’s favorite jazz record. 
8. Some hamburgers were lying on the floor. 
9. Three children were dancing on the table. 
10. Empty bottles were lying around everywhere. 
 

� Simple Past vs. Past Progressive (A): 
1. I wanted you to help me, but you were sleeping so peacefully on the sofa that I did 

the work alone. 
2. I was looking through my CDs and I saw that one was missing. 
3. I was having a bath while my mother was making/made breakfast. 
4. The rain began at about 2 o’clock while be were driving to the beach. 
5. When I was in bed a mosquito was buzzing around my head until I managed to kill it. 
6. Yesterday I was studying from 3 o’clock to 5 o’clock. 
7. Do you remember? On that day you were wearing a blue dress which suited you 

very well. 
8. The child looked very frightened, she was screaming all the time. 
9. Before she returned to Germany she was working as an au pair with an American 

family from October to December. 
 

� Simple Past vs. Past Progressive (B): 
Some ten years ago heavy metal rock already existed, but few people took notice of 
this new wave. Teenagers loved sweet, romantic songs that made them dream. Music 
industry managers showed no interest. For several years heavy metal bands were 
playing to small audiences in concert halls. In the early 90s things changed. 
A few months ago I went to a concert by “The Chain Breakers,” and I could not believe 
my eyes: a long queue of teenagers was waiting in front of the concert hall, it was “full 
house”. For this special concert, most of the teenagers were wearing leather clothes full 
of studs. Ears, noses, lips were pierced. Once in the hall, the audience was screaming 
outrageously until the concert began. The music I was listening to was rather 
monotonous, I did not understand the lyrics because the audience were making such 
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a terrible noise all the time. When the concert was over, the fans did not leave the hall, 
they were waiting for an encore. But the Chain Breakers disappointed them. A few 
days later, I learned that the Chain Breakers were playing from 2 o’clock to 3 o’clock in 
the morning on a music TV channel the following Saturday. Moreover, they were selling 
more and more recordings of their songs. 
Why are these long-haired, heavy-metal band with their tattooed biceps so successful? I 
think the reason is their wild, rebellious music. 
 

� Translation Simple Past vs. Past Progressive (C): 
1. The inspector entered the bar with the stranger and asked, “What were you doing 

between 9 and 10 o’clock yesterday?” 
2. The stranger answered, “When the murder took place, I was sitting in the bar and 

(was) playing cards with Mr Doodle.” 
3. Did anybody see you?” Inspector Monday wanted to know. 
4.  “While were were playing cards, a young man who was standing at the bar all the 

time, was watching us.” 
5. Slowly, the Inspector got/was getting (becoming) nervous. 
6. Finally he thought for a moment and then asked the stranger, “What was the man 

doing at the moment when you entered the bar?” 
7. “When I saw him for the first time, he was standing in the corner and was talking to 

the waiter in a low voice. 
8. Monday seemed to be very surprised when he heard this. 
9. While he was talking to the stranger, he heard that Mr Doodle was talking to the 

waiter. 
10. Monday didn’t understand what they were talking about. 
 

� Past Perfect Simple or Simple Past: (A) 
 
1. arrived 
2. had not expected; said  
3. had been able; took 
4. had even had; left. 
5. gave; was ;was 

 

 
 

� Past Perfect Simple or Simple Past: (B) 
1. had tidied up/played 
2. had visited/had 
3. had had/opened 
4. had mixed/started 
5. had made/called 
6. had passed/went 

� Past Perfect Simple or Simple Past: (C) 
was; was; ran; often watched; was; had already learned; had already written; was not; 
began; had acted; came; was; encouraged; had already toured; liked; had learned; 
failed; changed; came; had played; had founded; engaged; meant;  
 
 

� Past Perfect Simple or Past Progressive: (A) 
1. had been walking 
2. had already laid 
3. had you been working 
4. had lived in 
5. had you been learning 
6. had been 
7. had studies 
8. had broken 
9. had had 
10. had already applied 


