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Progressive 
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PAST PERFECT SIMPLE OR PAST PERFECT PROGRESSIVE 
Put the verbs in brackets into the correct Past Perfect form. 

 
1. The boy scout ____________________ (to walk) for half an hour when it 

began to rain. 

2. When he came home, his mother ____________________ (already/to lay) the 

table. 

3. When I met you first in 1992, how long ……you ____________________ (to 

work) in our firm then? 

4. Then we came to the house Mary ____________________ (to live) in when 

she was a little girl. 

5. How long …. you ____________________ (to learn) English when you got the 

job as an interpreter? 

6. After the children ____________________ (to be) in England they were more 

interested in the English language. 

7. Before we decided to spend our holiday in Greece we 

____________________ (to study) al the brochures from the travel agency. 

8. After the cleaning lady ____________________ (to break) the expensive vase 

she wasn’t allowed in Lady Margaret’s room any more. 

9. Mrs Scott ____________________ (to have) the letter for some days before 

she showed it to me. 

10. Before Alan started work with that company, he ____________________ 

(already/to apply) for many other jobs. 


