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Welkom in Suid-Afrika-Welcome to South Africa

This unit is planned for students of Gymnasium class 8 or 9, maybe also 10.

Why South Africa?
Yes, there are quite a lot of English speaking countries spread all over the world, but I think

after all these years when students have learned a lot of information about the U.K. and the United States in their English language courses, time has come to look a bit further. After the 2000 Summer Olympic Games in Sydney, everybody was suddenly fascinated with Australia and today nearly every German schoolbook covers this topic. Now is the time to spread our wings once again across the world, and in my opinion, it would be a great idea to have a look at the African continent. 

Africa is especially quite interesting for combining Language courses (English or French) with geographic aspects. The Republic of South Africa is definately a great topic, because you have a variety of interesting aspects for a Foreign Language Class.

So this is an idea of how to introduce South Africa as an example of an English speaking country in a Language Class.

Short overview

 I planned this unit about South Africa to be as flexible as possible, so that you can choose just one from all these topics for your course.

The last section about tourism is specially planned with a communication exercise, because

I think that this is something which is still not taught enough in Foreign Language Courses, but is pehaps one of the top targets for language-learning.

The very first step before starting is, of course, to decorate the classroom in order to create an 

authentic athmosphere. The decorations will also be motivational for the students.

Information about the landscape, posters and a lot of helpful information is available from the Embassy of the Republic of South Africa in Berlin and also by the South African Tourism Board. 

It would also be interesting to have some typical South African pop music playing in the background (e.g. Kwaito, a kind of South African hip-hop or traditional music).

But before starting to build up the groups, it would be interesting to do a short

brainstorming-activity about South Africa (RSA) to see what the students know about it.

1. What do you imagine when you hear of the topic of South Africa?

2. How many people live there and how big is it? (compared to Germany)

3. Do you know some RSA-sportsmen? (Amanda Coetzer-tennis, Frans Kruger-discus-throwing, bronze medal in Sydney 2000)

4. Do you know of any famous politicians? (Nelson Mandela, Willem de Klerk)

5. Can you name some RSA cities? (Johannesburg, Capetown, Durban,etc.)

TOPICS:

Rainbow Nation

This topic deals with the different ethnical groups, but also gives some information about the 

provinces including their capitals, RSA´s Rainbow-Flag and the history of the first settlers.

Language Corner

English is not the only official language. There are eleven other official languages! Next to English, Afrikaans is the most common one and we will have a look at that. We will also look at the National anthem, the history of Afrikaans and the Boers (that´s where the old RSA flag  comes from). It would also be fun to do a quiz in Afrikaans.

After Apartheid

We will begin with some historical aspects of apartheid and the social and ethnic problems that existed there in earlier times and today. Then we will speak about townships and the new youth culture, that comes from the townships and is connecting Black and White people: Kwaito.

Finally we will end this topic with an overview of the new chances and the “open skies”

the end of apartheid created  for RSA´s economy. Which role can South Africa play in 

the world.

Tourism

Tourism is a very important industry in South Africa. Everybody knows the Kruger National

Park. But South Africa offers more: beaches, exciting cities, cultures and landscapes, just as

an example. The students have learned quite a lot in the previuos sections, and now  it is time to give them the opportunity to be creative! They will have to create their own trip and to discuss at the fictious  “Conference of Tourism” about pros and contras of tourism. 

Quiz or presentation to finish the whole unit

To finish the South African unit, it might be a good idea to have a quiz. Alternatively  your class could do a presentation or exhibition at school and show their results to the public. That´s why they should create the wallpapers and posters in some of the units. 

Probably they can also support the teacher with own informations and materials.

                       RAINBOW NATION

Materials:  Puzzles and maps or posters of South Africa and its provinces, the new flag,

pictures or posters of different ethnic groups

Time: if possible one lesson or 45 minutes

First of all, the students have to be divided into groups. This section could be done using the so called “Stationenlernen”.

Station 1:
The students get some information about South Africa-provinces, size, climate, population,… 

(e.g. www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/sf.hotmail or www.parliament.gov.za;  the SAA tours brochure of South African Airways www.flysaa.com is also very helpful, although 

it is written in German, but maybe you can do some translation).

And they should have a look at the new official flag. What first impressions does it improve?

Can they think why South Africa is called “Rainbow Nation”?

Station 2:
The students get a puzzle and should now try to build South Africa and point out the names of provinces, important cities, mountains, rivers and neighbouring countries.

Control is given to other students having finished their station earlier than estimated.

Station 3:

Now at this table are some pictures or posters of the different ethics living in South Africa; there should be pictures of Zulu, Xhosa, Swazi, San (bushmen), Ndebele, Indians, Malayan 

and of course Europeans. A variety of books exist (e.g. Friedrich Köthe et al. “Südliches Afrika”, Vista Point Verlag, ISBN 3-88973-625-4) with pictures of the ethnic groups

of  South Africa, also some tour-operators have detailed information or contact the embassy and tourism authority.

Station 4:

After having a look at these different ethnics, the students should now try to guess where these ethnics live (some provinces are named after them, e.g. Kwa Zulu-Natal). A map with the former homelands could also be helpful. Control is given once again to the other students having finished their station earlier than estimated.

                      LANGUAGE CORNER

Material: Kauderwelsch Band 23 “Afrikaans” including the audiocassette (for preparation),

Text and National anthem (CD or cassette), dictionary, OH-projector, transparencies, maps of South Africa and Europe dealing with language.

Time: 1 lesson or 45 minutes, maybe 2 lessons or 90 minutes

Students are divided into three groups for this activity.

Station 1:
The students listen to the national anthem of South Africa to get an impression of the major languages of the country. After they have heard it once offer them the text and they can listen to it again. This time they should concentrate especially on the third verse. After that the students should try to read out the verses (different people of course). Now the should try to translate the Afrikaans version into English. What does this languag sound like?

(Dutch, maybe an answer and also German, both answers are correct).

Station 2:
The students get the text about the Afrikaans language. After reading the text, the students should translate it into German.

Another idea would be to leave out some words of the text and then the students could guess the missing words. The students should work alone.

But it is also possible to put some questions with the text or some right or wrong statements.

(text: see next page!)

The history of Afrikaans:

After the foundation of Capetown in 1652, Afrikaans developed itself as language based on the Dutch of the 17th century. The new language has been influenced since it was first developed not only by seaman and employees of the “Verendigde Oost-Indische Compagnie”, with roots in different dialect-areas of the Netherlands, Flanders and Germany, but also by the first French immigrants, slaves and workers from Madagascar, Ceylon or Java.

Even some native Khoin-tribes, better known as “Hottentots” have influenced Afrikaans.

The different foreign influences and the fact that there is a very  long distance between 

South Africa and the mother country, has caused a strong linguistic change to begin and the differences between the language of the Cape and those of the Netherlands widened more and more.

In 1814, when the Cape-colony was annected by the British, a new language was established, which was called “Cape-Dutch” in those days. The first books in Afrikaans appeared

during the middle of the 19th century, mostly religious texts of the islamic Cape-malayan people, written in Arabic letters. The foundation of the “Genootskap van regte Afrikaners” in 1875 gave birth to a quarrel of accepting Afrikaans as official language in South Africa.

The second phase of the language movement began in 1902 after the loss of the battle of freedom against the British and brought a standardized writing and grammar and the first literal works.

In 1925 Afrikaans was accepted as the second official language after English. Today, Afrikaans is spread all over the country and every sector of economy, science, culture and technology, offers a variety of Afrikaans literature. 

In South Africa today there are 6-6.5 million native speakers of Afrikaans and 11-12 million speakers use it as second language. 

From these numbers it is obvious that Afrikaans is the most common language for communication in the Southern hemisphere, followed by Zulu and English. After the political wind of change in South African policies in 1994, South Africa has got eleven official languages, which are spread in the following way:

(figures in millions of native speakers in 1991)

Zulu   8.5; Xhosa   6.6, Afrikaans   5.8, North-Sotho   3.7, English   3.5, Tswana   3.3, 

South-Sotho   2.6, Tsonga   1.7, Swazi   1.0, Venda/Yenda   0.9, Ndebele   0.6, others   0.5.

Station 3:
For this exercise the students get a map of South Africa with the different areas of languages (areas not coloured and named). They get also some information about the 11 major languages (name, speakers) and they should try to guess where which language is spoken. There are cards in another corner with the names of the languages and provinces to provide help. Maybe you use the map on p.12 in the Afrikaans booklet.

Station 4: (optional)

The students get some cards with the names of some European multilingual countries. The number of  spoken languages is given on the card. Now they should try to find out which languages are spoken in these countries and compare the situation with the lingual variety of

South Africa.

Countries: Switzerland (German, French, Italian, Rumantsch Grischun or Rhetoroman), France (French, German, Breton), Ireland (English, Gaelic), United Kingdom (English, Welsh, Scottish), Germany (German, Sorbian), Belgium (Flemish, French, German),

Luxemburg (French, Letzeburgesch, German), Austria (German, Slovene)
Station 5:
Language course. The students learn some expressions in Afrikaans, e.g.:

Yes/No                                                         ja/nee

Please                                                          asseblief

Thank you                                                  dankie

Good Morning                                           Goeiemôre

Good Afternoon                                         Goeiemiddag

Good Evening                                             Goeienaand

Good Night                                                 Goeienag

How are you                                               Hoe gaan dit?

Good, and you?                                          Goed, en met jou/julle?

Goodbye                                                      Totsiens

Hi/Bye                                                          Dag!/Sein vir jou/julle

See you later/ tomorrow                            Sien vir jou later/ more

Good appetite! / Bon appetite!                  Smaaklike ete!

Sorry?/Pardon?                                          Ekskuus?

Excuse me!                                                  Ekskuus tog!

I am sorry!                                                  Ek is (baie) jammer!

No problem!                                               In die haak!

Of course you can change or add something!

To help with this exercise it might be good to listen also to the cassette of the Afrikaans booklet.

All these activities should not last longer than 10-15 minutes. 

All students: (optional)

Now it would be time for a short discussion: Do you think it is easy to have more than one official language? Is it possible that there might be more advantages or more problems?

(10 minutes)

All students together but in their original groups:
Now it is time for a short quiz in Afrikaans. Therefore you need an OH-projector a transparencies and papers with the letters A,B,C for each group to answer the questions on.

The students should guess the meaning of some Afrikaans words. There are three different

possible answers offered but only one is the right one. The group with the most correct answers wins a prize. To help with preparing this activity, have a look in the Afrikaans booklet. That´s why you should leave out the examples on p.12 of the historical text! Some examples:

What is a…

Blikbrein                 A) a robot   B) a computer   C) a stupid person

Solution: B)

Moltrein                  A) the subway/underground   B) a road-train   C) a mole

Solution: A)

Prikkelpoppie        A) a marionette   B) a pin-up girl   C)  a barbie

Solution: B)

Winkel                   A) a corner    B) a shop   C) an angle

Solution: B)

ryloop                    A) to walk   B) to wander  C) to tramp

Solution: C)

Maan                     A) moon  B) man  C) men

Solution: A)

…and so on.                                                                                                 ( up to 15 minutes) 

                                AFTER APARTHEID

Material: as a preparatory homework the students should try to find out as much information as possible about this topic (books, articles, internet), maybe a short film, the old flag, GEO special 93 pp.46, old maps of South Africa, wallpapers, pens, CD with Kwaito popmusic.

Time: 2 lessons or 90 minutes

Brainstorming:
What comes to your mind if you hear the word apartheid?

Students should write down their impressions on posters. After that it may be a good idea to discuss the notes made by the students.

If nobody knows the origin of apartheid (homework), this information is given by the teacher

(e.g from Meyer´s Lexikon or Encarta).

(15-20 minutes)

It would be also nice to show a short film at the beginning-if possible!

Station 1:
Here at this station the students learn something about the first settlers in South Africa. It is important to start with 1652 (foundation of Capetown by the Dutch Jan van Riebeeck, to

continue with the British colonialisation and the resulting war between the British and the Dutch, the so called great trecks and finish with the end of the apartheid-regime and the liberation of  Nelson Mandela, who was the first black president.

This can be done via internet (if available), or with a text. You can combine this activity once again with a translation or grammar exercise.

The students should create a wallpaper with their information.

Station 2:

The students get the text “Der letzte Treck” (Geo special 04/93, pp.46). After reading it they should try to write up the mentioned “Afrikaanerstaat” on a wallpaper and should discuss the problems that may arise if this were to reach reality. Unfortunately the text is written in German but very informative. Of course the wallpaper should be in English!

Station 3:

The students get a map of the Johannesburg area with the townships. After a short orientation of the geographical situation of  the townships, they continue to work on the social problems. It would be nice if they could get some information from a film (Gerd Ruge e.g.), but if not, they can read the text “Zwischen fünf und sieben ist Krieg” (Geo special 04/93, pp.58).

Main-points should be written down on a wallpaper.

Station 4:
The students of this group read the text “Mein Auftrag war Mord” (Geo special 04/93, pp.68).

It would also be nice if they had the opportunity to get the information about the cruelty between the Whites and Blacks from a film.

Main-points should be written down on a wallpaper.

The results of station 3 and 4 can also be presented on transparencies, but if you want to finish the whole unit with an exhibition at school it would be useful to use wallpapers.

Station 5:
This station is a discussion about new freedom and fears. For this activity the class is divided once again into two smaller units.

Unit A should imagine that they are White and live during the Apartheid-regime in a White-settlement area in Johannesburg called Hillbrow. In those times

there had never been a Black living in this area, only working. But now there are more and more Blacks settling in “their” area. Also the crime rate is rising in the Johannesburg area, too. Many Whites try to sell their flats and move.

Unit B should imagine that they are Blacks and have lived in Soweto (=Southwestern township). Only few of them have got a job, some worked as maids for rich white family.

Now they try to find their fortune in Hillbrow, some even in prostitution or crime.

Both groups should now discuss if they can really live together one day. Suggestions and ideas to avoid conflicts should be written down on a wallpaper.

(20-25 minutes).

Station 6:
(based on the text kwaito! In Geo special 12/02 pp.45).

Allthough politicians are trying to find solutions to create a “new happy South Africa” without prejudices and discrimination, most of the programs have failed. But some South African youths seeme to be on the right track to end with apartheid in their heads. A new Youth cult was born just a few years ago: Kwaito. Kwaito is a kind of hip-hop and has its roots in the townships, like Soweto. The all Black singers are very popular and their songs are dealing with social problems, discrimination, dreams and hopes for a better future. The scene is also quite ambitious and colourful.

Some clubs change their interior every week! And most of prizes at the last South African Music Awards went to Kwaito-singers. Even the parties are liberal. Whites are welcome and Style is very much that of the era of the 1950s, the South African boom years.

And their motto is forward looking: let´s come together and have lot´s of fun!

To give the students an impression about this kind of music and youth-cult it would be a nice idea to listen to some kwaito songs (CDs are available via internet, e.g. www.amazon.co.uk).

Pictures of the clothes can be found in the Geo special 12/02 in the same article on pp.45. 

                              TOURISM

Materials: TV, videoplayer, map of South Africa, Atlas (Diercke), brochures of travel agencies or the South African Tourism Board, map of Kruger National Park, wallpapers, pens

Time: 90 minutes or two lessons.

All students:

Mindmapping: Why do tourists come to South Africa? (5 minutes)

A film about the Kruger National Park. (maybe 10 minutes)

It should deal with its history, size, geography and the big five.

Groups:
Geography and Questions to the film: (10 minutes)

a) Where is the Kruger National Park? (provinces, countries) help: Atlas, maps

b) What are the big five?

c) How big is the Kruger National Park?

d) When was it founded?

Answers:

a) It is next to the border of South Africa and Mozambique and covers parts of the 

Mpumalanga and Limpopo provinces in the Northeast of the country.

b) Lion, leopard, elephant, rhino and buffalo.

c) 35000 square kilometers

d) 1898

Students should write down their results in their exercise books.

Make your own trip! (20 minutes)

Imagine you are a tour-operator and sell trips through South Africa. Now have a look at the

brochures and make your own trip! 

Now write your trip down on a poster and show it to the others.

There should be space in the classroom to build a kind of Gallery.

Now the students should discuss why they chose their specific tours.

The creative corner (30 minutes)

Imagine you are at the annual “Conference of Tourism in South Africa“ in Capetown.

Several press people and delegates are discussing the new projects. 

Just have fun and a great vivid discussion!

Delegates:
Mr. Brian Groot representative of SAA-South African Airways

His company wants to launch new services from Jo´burg, Capetown and Durban to Skukuza Airport (next to the National Park) to link South Africa´s main destinations

Mrs. Ndana Kilwazee member of the Mpumalanga provincial parliament in Nelspruit

She wants to create new jobs in the area

Mr. Joshua Mmabatho park ranger of the Kruger National Park

He describes the problems of increasing tourism in the park; in his opinion there must be a 

strict restriction of visitor numbers

Ms. Gertrud Vanderveen Greenpeace activist

More tourists?-NO WAY, protect the wildlife!!!!!

Mr. Nkuofu Halulu Mmathabene I. chief of a Zulu tribe in the National Park area, he only speaks Zulu, be creative! and his dear translator

Mr. Nzaku Kwahilu translator, be creative!

They are frightened of losing their traditions if the number of tourists is increasing

Mrs. Ruth Williams discussion leader. She has got a hard job!

The others should represent the media and can also ask questions.
                                           Helpful information

First I would like to thank Mr. L.B. Masoka of the South African Embassy in Berlin for

his great support of information.

Don´t hesitate to mail to the:

Embassy of the Republic of South Africa, Friedrichstraße 60, 10117 Berlin

South African Tourism Board.

Both offer a lot of information, also available in English!

Geo special Nr.2/ April 1993 “Südafrika”

Geo special Nr.6/ Dez.2002-Jan.2003 “Südafrika”

7,80 Euro each; available in every book-store.

Kauderwelsch Band 23 “Afrikaans”, 7,50 Euro, available in every book-store including

the audiocasstette with a native speaker.

www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/sf.html
www.suedafrika.net, English version: www.southafrica.net
www.southafrica.com
www.southafrica-travel.net
www.parliament.gov.za
www.lonely-planet.com
tour operators:
Explorer Fernreisen

SAA Tours available also via www.flysaa.com
Ikarus

Gebeco

also very helpful:

South African Tourism Holiday Guide ( www.south-african-tourism.org )

Mpumalanga Tourism Authority e-mail: mtanlpsa@cis.co.za
