Role play: A discussion on the democratic deficiency in Europe
Your role:

· You are a middle-aged European citizen living in a small village at the Atlantic coast in western France.

· You have some "vague idea" about what is happening in the European Union, but generally you do not feel well informed by and about the politicians.

· Recently, there has been a tax rise in order to finance ????????  (you may fill something in here)
· You are not sure if you will go to the next European election – does it really make sense? The politicians in this Parliament do not understand the situation you are in, and even if they did, they wouldn't have enough power to do something for you.

Your task:

· On Wednesday night you are going to take part in a discussion with several EU politicians. These are coming to your neighbouring town in the course of a publicity campaign.

· Your aim is to reduce the financial burden on the EU citizens who have to pay high taxes for issues they know nothing about or which do not concern them.

· Decide on the most important things you want to tell the politicians and prepare arguments.

While the discussion is in progress, those of you who are watching should:

· Take notes on 

a) the behaviour of the different speakers: Who is most convincing? Why? Which arguments do they use? 

b) the atmosphere in general: is the role play taken seriously? Is a situation like this realistic? Etc.
Role play: A discussion on the democratic deficiency in Europe
Your role:

· You are a member of the European Parliament, originally coming from Portugal. There, you had worked in politics more than fifteen years before you decided to get yourself involved in European Politics. You have recently been elected for the EU Parliament the second time. 

· Generally, you enjoy your work, because you still do believe that politicians have the task and the power to improve their electors' situations. 

· However, you are becoming more and more frustrated. You have been realizing that the institution you work for does not have the rights and power you think necessary for fulfilling their task properly.

Your task:

· In the course of a publicity campaign, taking you to the west coast of France, you will take part in a public discussion. There will be several politicians, but also "ordinary" local people.

· Your aim is to make clear that you will fight for an extension of the rights of the Parliament, since in your opinion democracy does only work if the representatives have the power to push through people's interests.

· Decide on the most important things you want to say and prepare arguments.
While the discussion is in progress, those of you who are watching should:

· Take notes on 

a) the behaviour of the different speakers: Who is most convincing? Why? Which arguments do they use? 

b) the atmosphere in general: is the role play taken seriously? Is a situation like this realistic? Etc.

Role play: A discussion on the democratic deficiency in Europe
Your role:

· You are Head of State of the Republic of Greece. According to this position, you are a member of the Council of Europe. 

· In your country, there are a number of problems which have to be solved, like for example the difficult situation on the island of Cypress and a high unemployment rate. Nevertheless, you see the growing integration of the EU as inevitable and one good possibility to improve your people's situation.

· One thing which concerns you is the growing influence of the EU Parliament. In your opinion, it already has a lot of control and should not gain more power than for example the Council or the Commission.
Your task:

· In the course of a publicity campaign, taking you to the west coast of France, you will take part in a public discussion. There will be several politicians, but also "ordinary" local people.

· Your aim is to make clear that you will support the integration process within the EU, guided by the Council of Europe. But you are not going to tolerate a Parliament having more power than the representatives elected in the member states.

· Decide on the most important things you want to say and prepare arguments.
While the discussion is in progress, those of you who are watching should:

· Take notes on 

a) the behaviour of the different speakers: Who is most convincing? Why? Which arguments do they use? 

b) the atmosphere in general: is the role play taken seriously? Is a situation like this realistic? Etc.

Role play: A discussion on the democratic deficiency in Europe
Your role:

· You are a member of the European Commission, originally coming from Austria. You had worked for the national government for eight years, before you were proposed for and dispatched to the Commission.

· When the parliament had to decide about you as a possible commissioner, you were almost rejected, because of uncertainties concerning your integrity. 
· Nevertheless, you take your job seriously and try to contribute to Europe's future. You have recently initiated an important bill in the Commission, but are very sceptical about the Parliament's statement about it.
Your task:

· In the course of a publicity campaign, taking you to the west coast of France, you will take part in a public discussion. There will be several politicians, but also "ordinary" local people.

· Your aim is to make clear that you will support the integration process within the EU, guided by the European Commission. According to your point of view, this excludes an extension of the rights of the Parliament.

· Decide on the most important things you want to say and prepare arguments.
While the discussion is in progress, those of you who are watching should:

· Take notes on 

a) the behaviour of the different speakers: Who is most convincing? Why? Which arguments do they use? 

b) the atmosphere in general: is the role play taken seriously? Is a situation like this realistic? Etc.

Role play: A discussion on the democratic deficiency in Europe
Your role:

· You are the major of a middle-sized city at the Atlantic coast in western France. 

· In order to achieve a broader identification with the European Union and a higher level of information, you invited several EU politicians to your city. 

· You organized a forum for discussion where "ordinary" people can ask questions and give their opinion about the EU.

Your task:

· You are the leader of the discussion. You start it by giving a short introduction and close it when you think it appropriate. To end the discussion you should also prepare a few sentences and perhaps give a short conclusion.

· While the discussion is in progress, you are the one who gives the right to talk to the different participants. You must take care that everybody has the same chances and time to give their opinion and that the discussion is led in a reasonable way.

· While the participants prepare themselves for the discussion, you should join each group for some time. In that way you can find out what the different people are going to say, which is a good preparation for jour task.

