
* Fighting terrorism or surrendering sovereignty? Tony Blair's leadership in the fight against terrorism since September 11 has won him plaudits throughout the world. Blair's actions have been to talk to political leaders to encourage support and unhesitatingly provide the forces of Britain's military. It is these concrete actions that have won the PM respect, not the dreamy qualities of "vision" and "imagination". Yet it is these latter which Blair claims inspire his view of a new world order, and in particular Britain's future relationship with the EU. It is clear that Blair and his ministers are using public support during a time of war to pursue integration with the European Union at a faster pace, and with less public scrutiny, than has ever been attempted before. The list of measures being introduced since September includes:
The European Arrest Warrant
Previously pending in the Commission's "until the time is right " folder, introduction of the EU arrest warrant will enable the immediate transfer of a suspected criminal from one EU country to another EU country, upon the request of a national judicial authority. The UK government has been the strongest advocate of this facility following the September 11attacks. The pan-EU arrest warrant not only addresses terrorists, but also will apply to 29 other "serious crimes". Lord Justice Scott, head of the House of Lords EU Scrutiny Committee, expresses concern over lack of judicial accountability. Suspected criminals may be extradicted and subjected to unlimited detention on no evidence but the warrant of a "judge l'investigation", to enable questioning in order to establish guilt.
EU Judicial Measures by Regulation
Justice and Home Affairs issues fall under the Third Pillar of the European Treaties. This means that decisions on joint EU measures must be reached by unanimity in the Council of Ministers. Introducing The Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Bill to parliament, the government has received assent from the House of Commons for such EU judicial measures (agreed by the Council behind closed doors) to be brought into UK law by statutory instrument (Regulation). Regulations need only a single notification before parliament to become law. This will remove the requirement for EU changes to national home affairs and criminal law to receive the proper parliamentary scrutiny of an Act of Parliament: involving a House of Commons First Reading and Second Reading, a Committee stage, and a Third Reading, with a similar process through the House of Lords.
Data retention forced on telecoms providers
The war against terrorism has focused attention on the use of electronic communications. The Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Bill creates a "voluntary code of practice" for ISPs and telecoms to encourage them to hold communications traffic data for one year. The purpose is to assist security, intelligence and law enforcement agencies in "national security, the prevention or detection of crime, or the prosecution of offenders". The Bill would also enable a mandatory code of practice to be imposed if there are insufficient "volunteers". Such widespread and extended retention of electronic traffic data is in defiance of the present EU data protection directive. It also conflicts with the European Parliament's preferred draft for a new online privacy directive. In contrast, all EU governments in the Council of Ministers want the new directive to enable data records to be kept, to help with investigations. The UK is effectively trying to bounce the European Parliament into falling in line with the executive wishes of EU governments. The new requirements would enable investigation of personal data to determine any form of crime.
Joint EU policing for cross border crime
Britain's Home Secretary, David Blunkett, is leading a proposal to the Council of Ministers for the introduction of pan-EU police teams to investigate cross border crimes. If agreed it would enable continental police officers to be based in Britain to work alongside British police investigation teams. David Blunkett has said: "policing and the law must adapt to combat crimes which straddle European borders. Organised crime - particularly drug smuggling, terrorism and people trafficking - would be the focus for an international crime team".
    And as if abrogating habeas corpus, judicial independence and parliamentary scrutiny weren't enough . . . Mr Blair also still dreams of abolishing the pound! (posted 23 Nov 2001)
