The birth of Europe's FBI
By ANDREA TARQUINI in Italy's La Repubblica [translated by Torquil Dick-Erikson] 

BONN Oct. 2 1998 - Now that the single currency is almost launched
, the construction of another piece of a United Europe begins. [..]Europol, the common police authority of the member countries of the European Union, has officially opened for business. It is starting on a small scale, with only 160 special policemen in its employ, but the plan is ambitious. With the gradual
 harmonization of legal codes and regulations, it will slowly and gently be turned into a European FBI, in the front line in the fight against international crime. The battle of this new international police corps will initially be against drug trafficking, the trade in illegal immigrants, money laundering
 and international car theft. [..]the first Europol chief is a German, Juergen Storbeck. 

[..]Against the globalisation of crime, say the officials of the outgoing
 Interior Minister, Christian Democrat Manfred Kanther, is needed a police force without frontiers. It is to be hoped, added Kanther himself yesterday, that Europol will soon enjoy broader
 powers. His probable successor, the Social Democrat Otto Schily, at once announced his agreement and went on to say : “The ideal model is precisely the American FBI. Europol will have to have resources and powers to investigate on its own account
, as an independent investigative body.” On the subject of law and order Schroeder’s SPD is determined to show that it is no less strict than Kohl’s and Waigel’s CDU-CSU. 

But how will Europol function in its early stages ? Just as large banks and multinational industries, when they decide to merge, begin by putting together their information networks , so the future European FBI will be taking its first steps. Europol will manage a highly potent
 'supercomputer', storing millions of items of data on the criminals of the world; this will be connected to the information circuits
 of national police forces from which it will receive constant updates. “In this way, it will be much harder for criminals to escape from justice by moving from one country to another,” explained Herr Storbeck yesterday. Europol’s policemen will also enjoy immunity in the exercise of their functions. In future, therefore, when they are granted investigative powers, these will give them a broad discretionary range
 of action within the confines of the' European space' with no internal borders, as defined by the Schengen agreement. 

[..]But it is precisely the greater possibilities afforded by a telematic archive that gives most cause for concern: especially amongst the Greens, the prospective government partners of Schroeder and Schily. The ecologists are asking for precise limits to be laid down by law to prevent Europol invading the privacy of the citizen. The fear is that Europe will equip itself willy-nilly
 with a supercontroller, like “Big Brother” in George Orwell’s “1984”, without any provisions for it to be subject to the control of countervailing
 democratic powers. But Storbeck reassures us: "we are not going to be antidemocratic super-policemen," he says. However it will be up to the European governments to bring their national laws into line for the protection of privacy and personal data on individual citizens. Schily is thinking of flanking Europol with a European judicial authority, a supra-national Public Prosecutor’s office
, equipped with broad investigative powers.

Comprehension and discussion:

1. What are EUROPOL'S areas of operation ?

2. Describe its structure and working methods.
3. Which concerns are expressed, e.g. by the
Green party ?
� begonnen, eingeführt


� schrittweise


� Geldwäsche


� der scheidende ...


� ausgedehntere


� in eigener Verantwortung


� kraftvoll


� Kreisläufe


� Ermessensspielraum


� frei- oder unfreiwillig


� ausgleichende


� Staatsanwaltschaft





