	

	A short history of European Integration

	(After the end of WW II,( Europeans gradually came to the realization that two world wars in 30 years had weakened it in global terms
. It became obvious that the only meaningful future lay in cooperation. The two superpowers also pushed Europe towards cooperation. (…(
The establishment
 of the Organization for European Economic Cooperation (OEEC) (dt.: Organisation für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung( was the first major attempt
 at cooperation among the countries of Europe . The OEEC was set up in 1947 on the recommendation of the USA. (…( The second attempt at cooperation came with the creation of the Council of Europe in 1949. Its aim was to promote
 political cooperation between its members. It is still in operation today and over the years it has concluded a wide range of conventions
, (probably the best-known is the convention on human rights. It has now 25 members.(
On April 18th 1951, (…( the Benelux countries, France, Italy and (Western) Germany signed a treaty
 which established the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) (dt.: Europäische Gemeinschaft für Kohle und Stahl, EGKS, auch genannt: Montanunion(. This new authority ((called High Authority)( replaced the national governments in areas related to coal and steel. There was now free trade in these important products between the six members of the ECSC. (Another important step towards European cooperation was taken in 1957. On a conference in Rome, the six members of the ECSC signed another treaty, the so-called Treaty of Rome. It created two new institutions of cooperation:( the European Economic Community (dt.: Europäische Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft, EWG( and the European Atomic Energy Community (dt.: EURATOM(. The High Authority was replaced by an institution called the Commission, which is still in power today. The Treaty of Rome came into force in 1958, it involved free trade in all industrial goods.

(Over the years, more and more countries joined the developing community. In 1986 there were already 12 members
. But while the number of members became larger, the economic integration did not really go on.( Many barriers to the free movement of goods, services, people and money still existed.  The aim remained to create a truly single European market (dt.: Binnenmarkt(.  (…( Even before this was achieved, Europe's integration process was pushed forward in 1991. The Maastricht Treaty was agreed which created the European Union. It came into existence in November 1993 and aimed to enlarge the cooperation between its Member States, including a particular plan for a single currency
 by 1999 and a common foreign policy
. (The Euro as common currency is in use since January 2002.(


� in global terms – weltweit gesehen


� establishment – das Einrichten von ...


� attempt - Versuch


� to promote – werben für


� convention – Konvention, Abkommen


� treaty - Vertrag


� these were: Belgium, FRG, France, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, GB, Denmark, Ireland, Greece, Spain, Portugal


� currency - Währung


� foreign policy - Außenpolitik





