The European Commission

The Commission has got the exclusive right to initiate bills for new laws, because it is the only institution which is free of national interests. It is only dependent on the interests of the EU. However, the Commission cannot pass these bills, this can only be done by the Council and the Parliament. But of course these can only pass bills, when there are suggestions by the Commission. So the Commission has very much influence on the development of the EU.

It is the Commission’s task to put into practice what Council and Parliament have decided on. Therefore, it can enact the necessary regulations for carrying out the new laws. Furthermore, the Commission must watch, if all countries keep the EU-laws. If one country violates the laws, the Commission has to intervene and perhaps even process a suit at the European Court of Justice.

The Council of Europe and the Council of Ministers

The Council of Europe consists of the 15 Heads of State of the member countries (e.g. chancellor Schröder, prime minister Blair, etc.). The Council of Europe does usually not deal with “every-day-decisions”, but they agree on the big questions which design Europe’s future and produce general guiding principles of EU policy. These guiding principles are the basis for the decisions of the Council of Ministers, which has to keep to them.

The Council of Ministers consists of one minister of each member state. It is the counterpart of the Parliament and the Commission, because here, the states present and follow their own interests, This means, that a compromise has to be found between the “European” aims of Commission and Parliament and the individual wishes and duties of the member states. The Council of Ministers can only take decisions when it has got a bill from the Commission, but it can request for such bills as well.

The European Parliament

The European Parliament does not have the right to initiate bills on its own, but it can request such bills from the Commission. Before every important decision on a new law, the Council of Europe (Which finally takes the decision) asks for a statement from the Parliament. The most important right of the Parliament is its control over the Commission. Since 1995 the Parliament has to give consent to all the members of the Commission and its president – if it doesn’t, the Commission is not accepted and other persons have to be found for it. Furthermore, the Parliament can force the whole Commission to resign by a so-called "vote of 'no confidence'".

The Parliament has also got some control over the Council of Ministers: for example it can request information on certain topics or working procedures.

The European Court of Justice

The Court of Justice decides for example on basis of a suit, if there has been an assault against EU-law in a certain case. This suit can come from a member state, an EU-institution, a company or even from a single EU-citizen. It also finally decides over the interpretation of law texts which are controversial. The decisions of the European Court of Justice cannot be contested, it is the final instance. 

Furthermore, it has become more frequent that the Court of Justice takes preliminary decisions. This means that if a national court believes that European law is relevant in a certain case, it can present the case to the European Court of Justice and ask for its decision. This decision is then binding for the national court.

Tasks:

1. Collect vocabulary which is new and needed for understanding (max. 10 words).

2. Analyse the material you have got about "your" institution.

3. Decide on the most important information and prepare to present it to your classmates.
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