Cooperation or Integration?

The European unification
 is characterized by two different concepts of collaboration between the European states. They can be summed up in the terms cooperation and integration. Cooperation means that the national states are willing to cooperate with other national states across the borders, but only while keeping up their national sovereignty
 (independence). Correspondingly, unification based on cooperation does not aim at the creation of a new "overall" state, but is restricted to
 a connecting of sovereign national states to a confederation
 which keeps up the structures of the national states.

The concept of integration breaks up this traditional juxtaposition
 of national states. Following this concept, the disorder in the living together of people and states, the insufficiency
 of national systems and the numerous assaults
 of European states against each other can only be overcome, if the single national states are assembled and merged
 to a supranational community on a higher level. The result of this operation would be the existence of a European (federal) state.

The EU is a creation of this integration concept. Yet, the member states were not willing to give up their national state structures regained
 and hardly affirmed
 after WW II, in favour of a "European Federal State". Therefore, a compromise had to be found which guaranteed more than only cooperation, but without installing a European federal state.

Initially, the solution was as simple as brilliant and consisted in a step-by-step bridging the gap
 between a keeping of national independence and a European federal state. The member states are not forced to immediately give up their complete sovereignty, but only the opinion that it could not be shared.

This meant that in the beginning one only had to find out, in which areas the member states would waive
 part of their sovereignty in favour of a superior
 community. 

Source: Politikbuch 3
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1 Divide the text into 3-4 paragraphs and find a thesis for each of them.

2 Explain the difference between cooperation and integration.

3 According to which concept is the EU structured today? Can you explain why?

4 Find examples of areas in which the member states gave up part of their sovereignty.










   








� Einigung


� Souveränität


� begrenzt auf


� Staatenbund


� das Nebeneinander


� Unzulänglichkeit


� Angriffe


� verschmelzen


� wiedererlangt


� gefestigt


� Überbrückung


� verzichten auf


� übergeorodnet





