Arbeitsinsel 7:
· EA (15’’): S nehmen Stellung zu dem Satz: ‚We do not inherit the Earth from our parents, we borrow it from our children.’
· PA (Einzelstunde oder zu Hause): Die S vergleichen ihre Einzelergebnisse und verabreden sich in Tandems zu einer Internetrecherche zu dem Thema ‚bushwalks in the Australian Outback’ (Motto: take only photos, leave only footprints). Startseite ist The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc Web Site. Sie wählen ein gemeinsames Ziel aus und packen einen virtuellen Rucksack für die Wanderung.

· PL (40’’): Reihum benennen die Tandems ihre Reiseziele und beschreiben diese. Die Liste der Ziele wird hochgepunktet, die fünf mit den meisten Punkten ausgewählt; alternativ aus dem Australian World Heritage Listing (A7/M1) 

· GA (30’’): Die Gruppen werden entsprechend der Wanderziele zusammengestellt. Die S prüfen, inwieweit ihr jeweiliges Wanderziel den Kriterien des ecotourism (A7/M2) entspricht und berichten in der

· PR (30’’): unter Nutzung von Karten- und Bildmaterial. Gemeinsam wird auf einer vorbereiteten Australien Wandkarte eine Übersicht erstellt. Weiterarbeit mit A7/M3 und A7/M4.

A 7/M 1

World Heritage Listing:

The ‘Confederation of Bushwalkers’ (NSW) can be seen as part of a growing conservation movement in Australia that goes back to the beginning of the 19th century and has, for example, resulted in ten Australian sites belonging to the World Heritage List in the last century. The World Heritage Convention was adopted by UNESCO in 1972 (and came into force in 1975), aiming at cooperation among nations to protect world wide heritage that is recognized as being of such universal value that its conservation is a concern of all people. The following Australian sites have World Heritage listing:

1. Great Barrier Reef – 2,000 km down the eastern coast of Queensland, supporting 300 species of coral and over 1,500 species of fish;

2. Kakadu National Park – in the Northern Territory, with spectacular wetlands, abundant wildlife including freshwater and saltwater crocodiles and a wealth of Aboriginal rock art;

3. Willandra Lakes Region – in western NSW; its fossil landscape includes a 30,000-year-old skeleton of a man covered with red ochre before burial and thus the oldest-known evidence of a cremation anywhere in the world;

4. Lord Howe Island Group – a beautiful island with adjacent coral reefs in the South Pacific Ocean;

5. The Tasmanian Wilderness – one of the world’s last remaining temperate wilderness regions containing much spectacular scenery, popular with tourists and sightseers, bushwalkers, cavers, skiers and canoeists;

6. Australian East Coast Temperate and Sub-Tropical Rainforest Parks – along the length of the NSW coast with dramatic mountain scenery;

7. Uluru National Park – in Central Australia containing the world’s largest monolith (Uluru, formerly Ayers Rock) and a further series of monoliths called Katatjuta (the Olgas). Ownership is vested in Aboriginal land owners as the area, besides being of great tourist interest (see below), is of cultural and significance to Aboriginal people;

8. West Tropics of Queensland – with the highest diversity of animal life of any region in Australia;

9. Shark Bay – in Western Australia noted for its natural beauty and for the diversity of its land- and seascapes;

10. Fraser Island – off the southern coast of Queensland being the largest sand island in the world (over 120 km in length).
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Ecotourism

The problems Australian environmental policies have to face are best explained in the issue of  how to address the needs of a sustainable ecological management without losing sight of the necessary balance. At stake is a unique eco-system, comprising the Great Barrier Reef and dying rain-forests. Chances are that there might be an Australian Way out of this.
As an island state – in fact, Australia is the world’s largest island and its smallest continent – Australia`s ecology is so diverse that the early (white) explorers never stopped to admire the continent’s animals and plants. You only have to visit the Home Page of the Australian Embassy in Germany (www.australian-embassy.de) to discover that one of the official colours used here is GREEN – the other one being YELLOW, the colour of the flowers of the wattle tree.

In political terms, the Australian governments have created more than 540 national parks and 3,200 other nature conservation reserves. Then, there are the world-famous beaches, with a surf-generation and their flourishing brand-names, such as Billabong, Rip Curl and Mambo.

To identify the care for nature and successful management of ecology as the top priority of Australia’s agenda in the 21st century would only seem NATURAL for anyone concerned.

In 1993, the solo yachtsman Ian Kiernan (Australian of the Year 1994) created Clean Up Australia Day, a project that was to become an international event backed by the United Nations and involving communities in about 100 countries since 1995.

The Australian Way to cope with the growing gap between the city and the bush can be seen in the yearn of city dwellers to go bush every now and then; in this way the nation still keeps the old myth alive that the tyranny of distance can be overcome by the walkabout, originally and by tradition the Aborigines’ answer to mastering their environment.

With a bushwalkers website (http://www.bushwalking.org.au/index.html) you can get prepared for the challenge of a walkabout. In the ‘Walk of the Week’ a selection of more than 700 national parks and reserves is introduced to a wider audience – including maps, pictures and practical tips of how to organise equipment and your own walk in the bush. Under the motto ‘We do not inherit the Earth from our parents. We borrow it from our children.’  this side includes a ‘bushwalking code’ that details the dos and don’ts of anyone enjoying the pleasure of bushwalking and other outdoor activities. The code is to protect and preserve the natural landscape for the enjoyment of future generations without leaving any marks and comprises the following suggestions:

· be self-reliant

· watch your safety

· be hygienic

· be very careful with fire

· protect plants and animals

· be courteous to others

· tread softly

· pack it in, pack it out

· keep waters pure

· choose campsite carefully

· respect Aboriginal heritage

· when in camp …

The point ‘respect Aboriginal heritage’ while bushwalking refers to the particular responsibility towards the Native Australians:

‘Many places have spiritual or cultural significance for Aborigines. Treat such places with consideration and respect. Obtain permission from traditional landowners or the relevant land managers to visit sensitive areas. Leave Aboriginal relics as you find them. Don’t touch paintings or rock engravings.’ (Australian Bushwalkers’ Confederation)
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Awareness of protecting indigenous animals of Australia is now widespread. These basically come in the category of mammals, all of which have fur or hair and suckle their youth with milk from mammary glands (hence the name). There is a subdivision here in monotremes and marsupials.

Monotremes are easily described, as there are only two species of the kind in Australia:

the echidna and the platybus.

Both are egg-laying mammals and closely related to reptiles. After hatching from eggs, they are fed milk through pores in the mother’s skin. Australia and the neighbouring island of New Guinea are the only places monotremes live. 
Marsupials are the most famous Australian mammals; their young are very immature at birth and must crawl into the mother’s pouch formed by a fold of skin over the mammary glands. There they nurse and develop until they are able to live on their own. Among Australia’s best known marsupials are

· the kangaroo (which appears on the national coat of arms);

· the wallaby;

· the Tasman Devil;

· the wombat.

Among the well-known Australian birds are the following:

· the emu (on the national coat of arms, as well);

· the lyrebird;

· the kookaburra (also known as laughing jack).
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The Natural Heart of Australia

Probably boosted by the Olympic Games, the number of tourists visiting Australia’s most important nature symbol was close to hitting the one million mark in 2000. What was known as Ayers Rock, the world’s largest monolith and listed as a World’s Heritage site (see above), is now renamed Uluru (‘great pebble’) after it was given back to the traditional landowners of the region, the Yankuntjatjara and Pitjantjatjara people in 1985, who leased it back to the federal government for 99 years so that it could continue as a national park.

Chances are that at least a growing minority of visitors will respect the Aborigines’ wish not to climb their most sacred site in the heart of Australia. As climbing Uluru is still the most frequently mentioned reason for visiting the Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park:

	Reasons for visiting
	

	Climbing   71%

See Uluru  87%

See wildlife  42%

Escape from civilization  26 %
	


Kata Tjuta (‘many heads’ – formerly The Olgas) is the other icon of Australia’s Red Centre and both monoliths are perhaps the best example of an ecologically sustainable management of landscape and cultural respect for an Aboriginal site of deep religious importance. A visitors’ centre was built purposefully in the desert, 20 km away from the Rock and an Aboriginal code of conduct was designed to put culturally sensitive tourism on the map by respecting and not patronising indigenous beliefs. Although the biggest sign at Uluru –

‘You should think about Tjukurpa (lore) and stay on the ground, please do not climb’ –

is unfortunately still disregarded by the majority of tourists, other items in this code of conduct are rather enforced:

· tourists need permits to enter Aboriginal land;

· prohibited areas are fenced;

· the right of Aborigines to control tourists’ access to their land is guaranteed;

· tours around the Rock – rather than climbing it – are encouraged.

As the park’s management is mainly in Aborigines’ hands and black rangers are specially trained to explain the sacred sites and their significance to tourists, there is hope that this culture will not be flattened by commercialised tourism and will be able to support a growing self-esteem and sense of ownership within the Aborigines community. 

