Arbeitsinsel 4:
• EA (15’’): Jeder S erhält einen handout, der eine Tabelle und Textteile erhält, die in die Tabelle eingetragen werden; hier ist informed guessing gefragt.• PA (15’’): Die S vergleichen ihre Einzelergebnisse und bearbeiten gemeinsam die dritte Spalte der Tabelle: comments/changes • GA (30“): In Zufallsgruppen (Tabellen auf der Rückseite mit 1-5 nummerieren) erhalten die S die Quellen
- Dreamtime
- Aboriginal settlement of Australia
- White contact
- two perspectives
- a black arm-band version of Australian history
und erstellen jeweils einen Spickzettel, mit dessen Hilfe sie in der PR (30’’): im Plenum vortragen. Die Ergebnisse werden in einem Flussdiagramm mit Zeitleiste zusammengestellt und gut sichtbar ausgestellt. Eine Auswertungsphase schliesst sich an: Es kann auch die eingangs ausgeteilte Tabelle erneut verwendet werden. Neue Erkenntnisse werden markiert. 
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EA/PA
	Australia Day celebrations
	White Australia
	Aboriginal Community
	Comments / Changes

	1938
	4
	3
	

	1970
	5
	2
	

	1972
	8
	6
	

	1988
	7
	1
	


Textteile:

(1) The largest ever gathering of indigenous and non-indigenous Australians takes place in Sydney. Tens of thousands of people march peacefully through the streets to protest against the centenary celebrations and make a vow to keep their heritage alive

(2) Aborigines throw funeral wreaths into the sea near its landing point and try to disrupt the re-enactment

(3) A day of mourning is held by Aboriginal Communities

(4) The 150th anniversary of the landing of the First Fleet is celebrated

(5) The 200th anniversary of the landing of the First Fleet is celebrated with the biggest ever street parades.

(6) Aborigines set up a tent embassy outside Parliament House in Canberra (during the 184th Australia Day), to draw attention to the fact that Aborigines have little representation in the Australian Community

(7) The 200th anniversary of the discovery of Botany Bay is celebrated. White Australians perform a re-enactment using a replica of the ship Endeavour

(8) Australia Day runs in its 184th celebration ceremonies; parades all over the country.
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1. Dreaming Australia

The Koori community has put forward their own understanding of Dreamtime:

(from the Koori Homepage)

The Dreaming or Dreamtime, has become a handy phrase used to describe what is in fact a sophisticated and interconnected mosaic of knowledge, beliefs and practices concerning the creativity of Ancestral Beings, and the continuity and values of Aboriginal life. At contact, this rich cosmology provided the means by which every individual was bound, from before birth to after death, into an intimate, personal identification with the land and specific sites within it. This was not only an economic and social relationship, but also a deeply spiritual bond. Vibrant ceremonial and religious life of the Northern Territory people generated a spectacular array of art forms, including body painting and personal ornamentation, ground sculpture, bark painting, wood carving and rock painting and engraving. 

Artistic creativity and innovation were formed by religious beliefs. Designs and motifs embodied multiple seta of meanings about group ownership to particular Ancestral Beings. These expressions, along with the rich oral traditions, elaborate song and dance styles and personal performance of them, were all regarded as manifestations of the original ancestral creative power. Each generation accepted responsibility for passing on the economic, social and religious knowledge, beliefs and actions that assured the reproduction of Aboriginal societies and cultures. 

At the time of contact Aboriginal people lived within societies organised by complex kinship relationships and well defined rules of marriage and behaviour. Contrary to the opinion of early European observers, Aboriginal authority was not vested in formal government, or in chiefs, Kings, queens or councils, but was based on religious experience, knowledge and personal capacity. 

Senior men and women were highly influential decision makers in those areas relevant to their sex. Both sexes had specific religious roles and knowledge, some of which were secret and restricted. Each individual was enmeshed in a far-reaching web of everyday rights and responsibilities towards other people which maintained social control. At the same individual autonomy was highly prized and respected. This delicate balance between individual freedom and social responsibility was sanctioned by an overriding religious ideology. 
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2. Aboriginal settlement of Australia

Australia's original inhabitants, known as Australian Aborigines, have the longest continuous cultural history in the world, with origins dating back to the last Ice age. Although mystery and debate shroud many aspects of Australian prehistory, it is generally accepted that the first humans travelled across the sea from Indonesia about 70,000 years ago. The first visitors, called 'Robust' by archaeologists because of their heavy-boned physique, were followed 20,000 years later by the more slender 'Gracile' people, the ancestors of Australian Aborigines. 

There are two schools of thought on the occupation of Australia by Aboriginal people. The first is the people island hopped down from South East Asia. The second is that they have always been there. The most recent best estimate for the habitation of Australia is approximately 60,000 years although analysis of pollen and charcoal at the Lake George basin in the Southern Tablelands of NSW suggests that people have been clearing the land with the use of fire for as long as 120,000 years. A deep understanding of the environment was needed to survive and that information had to be passed on from generation to generation for thousands of years. With this knowledge and a deep respect for the land the Aboriginal people were able to manage the resources available and survive in some of the world’s harshest environments. They survived so well that when Europeans arrived more than 200 years ago they found a healthy, well nourished people.
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3. White contact

Captain Cook wrote in July 1770:

“They may appear to some to be the most wretched people on earth but in reality they are far happier than we Europeans, being wholly unacquainted not only with the superfluous but with the necessary conveniences so much sought after in Europe, they are happy in not knowing the use of them. They live in a tranquillity which is not disturbed by the inequality of condition: the earth and the sea of their own accord furnish them with all things necessary for life… they live in a fine and warm climate and enjoy a very wholesome air so that they have very little need of clothing… they seem to set no value upon anything we gave them, not would they ever part with anything of their own…”

(Alan Moorehead, The Fatal Impact, London 1966, p. 117)

Under secret orders to search in high latitudes for the supposed southern continent – the immediate destination was Tahiti, where the transit Venus across the face of the sun (in 1769) was to be observed – Captain James Cook arrived at the still unknown east coast of Australia, then called New Holland. At daybreak on 20 April 1770, Cook’s first lieutenant Zachary Hicks on the ship Endeavour reported land ahead. This spot is now called Cape Everard on the east coast of Victoria. The Endeavour sailed further north, where Botany Bay was discovered and named, and in NSW the first contact with Aborigines, as described above by Cook, was made.

Cook was not the first white man to meet with the Native Australians, and earlier accounts of these explorers, namely Dutch sailors, were far less complimentary when they described the tribes they saw at the south west of the continent (in 1606) as ‘wild, cruel, black savages … poor and abject wretches.’ The first Englishman to go ashore in New Holland, the adventurer William Dampier, reported about the local Aborigines (in 1688):

‘The inhabitants of this country are the miserablest people in the world … setting aside their human shape, they differ but little from brutes. Their eyelids are always half-closed to keep the flies out of their eyes …’ (Moorehead, 101)

4. Two perspectives

So, apparently there have been, from the beginning, two sides of Australian history – conquering the bush and much more by white settlers and the defensive side of the Aborigines. These two sides of the story are explored in an experiment that describes one imaginary historical event from two opposing perspectives:

1. As a rule the natives were timid and kept out of sight, but here, perhaps because they wanted to get water from the spring, they suddenly attacked. It was lucky that the explorers were on the alert, and a quick volley from their rifles sent the natives scurrying into the bush.

2. We were aware that the whites were heavily armed and would not hesitate to murder, so normally it would have been folly to go near them. But on this occasion, they had taken possession of our only waterhole and we were desperate with thirst. Armed only with woomeras and spears against their guns, we tried to regain this vital piece of territory, linked as it is with our ancestors and the spirits of Dreamtime. However, the white invaders refusing to acknowledge our ownership and dire need, once more fired, killing my father and both my brothers, severely wounding my uncle. Those remnants of my family who yet were capable of moving crawled back into the bush, still half-crazed with thirst.

(Triolo,14)

The same event takes on a completely different meaning for the sides involved. On a larger  scale, this is the more true for landmarks of Australian history, as can be seen in the following sequence of celebrations – what mean great events for non-Aboriginal people cause grieve or feeling anger for the Aborigines:

5. A black arm-band version of Australian history

So how did the Native Australians experience the arrival of the white explorers and settlers, who did not just pass by – as many of the Aborigines initially thought – but were there to stay? 

Their first contact with white people is far less well documented, as their tradition has been an oral one, not a history written down. It is a fair assumption, though, that they tried to integrate the appearance of white men and their big ships as much into their traditional beliefs, as the white explorers perceived the Aborigines in the light of the then prevailing racist convictions of the time.

Recently conducted research into the oral tradition of Native Australians by scholars like Henry Reynolds (of Queensland) suggests that the first white contact of Aborigines was explained in religious terms: ‘They call it the witchcraft man – the witchcraft man must be moving about. They left all their bean trees and they ran home in the camp. We saw something strange up there – it’s like a white man! – a white man!!’ (Reynolds, The other side of the frontier, Harmondsworth 1990, p. 5). This traditional Aboriginal story was recorded in North Queensland only a few years ago –probably dating from the 1860s or 1870s. 

In Aboriginal religion white beings were believed to have returned from the dead. Therefore, at the beginning of white contact Aborigines treated the new arrivals with awe, respect and reverence. They were thought to be a passing event only, and when the Native Australians realised that this was the beginning of a permanent settlement, with their land taken away from them, their perception and attitudes changed rapidly.
