Arbeitsinsel 11:
· EA (15’’): In einer Tabelle (Cleve’s Alltag    1. Scholarship at St. Joyes 2. Birthday party at the Adams’s) tragen die S ihre Beobachtungen zu den beiden Situationen im Textauszug (A11/M1) ein.

· PA (15’’): Im Tandem werden die Antworten abgeglichen und die Arbeitsfragen (A11/M2) vorbereitend besprochen. 

· GA (30’’): Die Gruppen werden auf die zu bearbeitenden Rollenprofile hin zugeschnitten und arbeiten die Profile jeweils im Detail aus:
- Cleve Gordon
- Garry Adams
- Mrs Adams
- Mr Gillingham
- Mr Adams

· PR (30’’): Jede Gruppe präsentiert ‚ihren’ Charakter und interpretiert ihn unter der Fragestellung: ‚open/latent racism and reactions to it’. Weiterarbeit A11/M3.

A 11/M 1

 Nicholas Jose. The Custodians – Auszug in: Australian Encounters, S.38-41 

A 11/M 2

 Questions :

1. Why is sport important to Cleve and how does it affect his relationship with the other boys at his school?

2. How does Cleve handle the events at Garry Adam’s birthday party?

3. How do Garry Adam’s and Elspeth Cunningham’s parents differ in their attitudes towards Cleve? Give examples to explain your answer.

4. Judging from this excerpt, what sort of person is Cleve? Write a personal profile, using examples from the text. Discuss your results.

5. Describe the perspective from which the narrator tells the story. What makes this point of view effective?

6. Do you think Cleve is unfairly discriminated against in any of the situations described in the text? Use examples to explain your answer.

7. What effect do you think Cleve’s unusual situation in life might have on his identity and sense of self? What advantages or disadvantages might his experiences have for him in terms ofhis personal development?

Answers:

1. Cleve’s best time at school was training because he could show how good he was.  He was able to fight his way out of most situations and, although the boys did not treat him as their equal, they admired his skills and only taunted him when he missed his training.

2. During Garry Adam’s birthday party, Cleve is treated as a guest not belonging to the family  inspite of the fact that as a foster child he would technically be a cousin to the Adamses.  When his sports skills are challenged, Cleve reacts in good humour but makes sure to demonstrate his strength in cricket competing against the oldest boy.  Elspeth doesn’t think it fair that Cleve  should be treated differently by being given extra helpings and an extra piece of the birthday cake.  Cleve shares his piece with her and reminds everyone that he belongs to the family, too.  The kids compare their vaccination marks and discover that Cleve has a whole string of them down his arm.  He explains to people that all the vaccines available were trialled on him in the orphanage.  When he is, however, encouraged to become a doctor one day himself by the Adams he declines claiming this would mean too much study; he wants to become an astronaut instead.  This last instance shows two things: Cleve does not care for the pity of the white people and is self-confident enough to express his own wishes.

3. The Adamses took Cleve in as their foster child as an act of thanks to God, as their own daughter had been cured from leukemia. They were proud to send him off to a Catholic boarding school later, feeling that they had done their duty. When their son Garry invites him to his birthday party one day, Mrs Adams makes him feel at home and calls him one of the family. The Gillinghams, on the other hand, react quite differently to Cleve. Mr Gillingham refers to him as an ‚Abo‘ – a racist term, and doubts whether this contact would be good for his daughter. His wife is less worried and doesn’t believe that anything would rub off on her daughter.

4. Cleve seems to be a self-confident and independent person. His personal profile would include the following examples from the text: a spirited kid, couldn’t help but get himself noticed, could fight his way out of most situations, laughed about other children making fun of him, takes the law into hisown hands, had a privileged status at his school, able to cut others down to size, has a clear idea about his future …

5. The narrator tells the story in an apparently neutral tone, but is able to create sympathy for the character of Cleve by showing how foolish some people react to his being an Aborigine. The events clearly focus on him and show his personal strength and ability to handle difficult or painful situations. In this way the reader is able to gain a good understanding why Cleve develops a pleasant and strong character.

6. In the text there are many instances of mainly racial discrimination against Cleve, among them:
13 ‘although no one thought of Cleve in that way!‘ 20 ‘Good one Choco‘ 24 ‘I bet they lost the birth certificate‘ 47 ‘all the vaccines were trialled on him in the orphanage‘ 7/8 ‘he asked who the dark boy was‘ 10 
‚They must have brought him down from the river‘ 12  ‚There was an Abo at the kid’s party 14 ‚There’s a limit, isn’t there? 16 ‚You can carry mixing too far.

7. As a sports star, Cleve is able to gain a privileged status at his school inspite of discrimination against him on racial grounds. This example already shows that he is able to make most of a situation and can handle unpleasant experiences and people very well. Through this, his identity and sense of self is strengthened, he retains considerable humour and will only benefit for his personal development by realizing how stupid and unjust people can be.

A 11/M 3

Background information

The author of this excerpt of the novel ‘The Custodians‘ knows what he is writing about. Nicholas Jose, London-born, grew up in South Australia and has since lived and worked in various parts of the country as well as in England, Italy and China. In his writings he has used a variety of perspectives to gain insight into the social and cultural fabric of communities. ‘The Custodians‘ deals with young people growing up in Australia and their experiences of diversity in a multicultural society, focusing on the difficult emancipation of the Australian Aborigines in the context of racial prejudice. Cleve Gordon, one of the main characters of the novel,  is an Aboriginal activist fighting discrimination against indigenous people and he draws his motivation from the fact that he belongs to the ‘Stolen Children‘, a term coined for the racist policy in the first half of the 20th century when Aborigian children were forcefully taken from their parents. (For more detailed information on the ‘Stolen Children‘ you are referred to www.Cornelsen.de – under Around the World, Sek II you will find a unit on this topic).

Early in his career, Cleve is intimately confronted with a special kind of racism, which does not manifest itself openly but is hidden behind social and cultural routines. He is also able to discover the power of sports in Australia: for him it is the only means to win acceptance and for once belong. 

This view has only recently been confirmed by the Sydney 2000 Olympics. Australian writer David Malouf, best known for his novel ‘Beyond Babylon‘ (the German translation appeared as ‘Jenseits von Babylon‘ in Zsolnay Verlag), has a clear view of the issue – ‘The opening celebrations as well as the Games have shown that sports in Australia is that part of life where all ethnic contributions play an acknowledged role. As we all know, the swimming athlete Michael Klim is of Polish extraction and the shooting competitor Michael Diamond has a Greek background. Australia is a week federation, a loosely organised society. We have decided at an early stage that sports would be the means to bring us all together. Even before becoming a proper state we already had national teams. We were united in Rugby and Cricket before we became a nation with a common flag.‘ (The interview with David Malouf was printed in Frankfurter Rundschau, 27/9/2000)

